EDITORIAL                                                       No. 45   MARCH & APRIL 2003 
Just a few words on Advertising.  As you will have noticed in previous issues (and in this one) we seem to be attracting new advertisers on a regular basis.  I certainly don’t have a problem with this but it is creating difficulties.  You may have noticed that I try to equate the number of pages of advertisements with those of text – not always possible but I try.  We have been ‘restricted’ to a total of 48 pages – but I can easily exceed the 24 pages of paid-up advertisements if necessary (I have a waiting list).  In doing so, I will need additional items or articles to provide the equal number of text pages. You know the sort of thing I need, on a regular basis. Are you prepared to provide it? Tell me what you think.                                         Ed.

Of course I don’t look busy – I did it right the first time.

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

As you probably know, Mid Devon District Council no longer have the agency to provide the personnel to look after the footpaths in our area.  So, if you have any need to seek information or request repairs, Stuart Howell, at the Devon County Council depot at Broad Lane, Westexe, Tiverton is the man you need to contact.  Stuart is an ex Heritage Coast Ranger and has been involved with the Grand Western Canal prior to has appointment. You can get hold of him on 01884 252557.  Incidentally, I have maps and documented descriptions of both our and other local parish’s rights of way if you would like copies.                                                                             Ed.
If you want breakfast in bed, sleep in the kitchen.

WILLAND FOLK DANCE CLUB

On April 10th we hold our second re-union Dinner & Dance in the Village Hall. We first made it a re-union event last year, when the club celebrated its 40th birthday and were delighted with the number of past members that came along to join us.  There just wasn’t time enough to catch up on all the gossip, so this year we hope to pull out all the stops and welcome back everyone to make it a re-union to remember. So, if you have ever danced with us during the past forty years or so and would like to meet up with friends from years gone by, the number to ring is 01884 855267 and ask Brian or Jane for details.  If you have lost touch with friends and would like help to trace them, we can do that too.                                     Brian Thomas

You may also be interested in the following letter, written by Aileen Wills, the Vice President of the Devon Committee.

“On a recent Club Dance at Willand, Gladys and George Godfrey were presented with the Devon Award in appreciation of their forty years devotion to folk dancing in Devon.  Gladys and George first became involved with the formation of the then ‘Willand Square Dance Club’ and as time went by they became more involved in folk activities, including serving for many years on the Devon District Committee and the South West Area Council.

In their folk activities, they were inseparable, so it was very fitting that together they received the highest accolade the Devon Folk Committee can award.  They were presented with an inscribed glass mounted clock by Euphine Bromwell, Chairman of the Committee, as well as a citation recording their service to Folk.   The clock had particular meaning to them as it was bought and inscribed in the town of Westervesede in Germany, where Gladys and George had led many Folk Dance exchange visits.  Gladys accepted the award on behalf of them both, with the comment ‘it doesn’t seem right to be presented with an award for doing something you have enjoyed so much’. George added one of his usual humorous quips and everyone present was as delighted as Gladys and George themselves.”

What does an occasional table do the rest of the time?

PARENTS OF TRUANTS WARNED.

Parents across Devon have been warned they could face jail if they persist in allowing their children to truant from school.  The warning comes from Devon County Council's Principal Education Welfare Officer following a court case in Newton Abbot which magistrates said was the worst case of non attendance to be brought before them.  The parents of a twelve year old boy were each sentenced to do 200 hours of community service after pleading guilty to failing to ensure their child attended school regularly, contrary to section 444(1)(A) of the Education Act 1996.                    D.C.C.

If a word in the dictionary is mis-spelled, how would we know?

WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

Spring is coming at last and we are looking forward to our monthly Club meetings once again. We have a new Chairman, Mr Stan Taylor; our Treasurer is Mr Norman Darby and Secretary Mrs Carol Allan. Our first meeting of 2003 is on Wednesday, 12th March in the Club Room at 7.30 p.m. The speaker will be talking about “Plants as Medicine” and visitors are very welcome to attend. To help subsidise our Flower Show, we are having a coffee morning on Saturday, 15th March – again, everyone welcome.

Our Annual Flower Show is on Saturday, 9th August. We are looking for any suggestions for improving the Show, so please telephone Mrs Allan on 33828 if you have any (no rude ones, thank you!). We are hoping to have a bumper crop of entries this year.

Our annual subscription is only £2.50 per person. This entitles you to 10 meetings per annum, with free wine and mince pies at Christmas. Also, with a valid membership programme, you can get discount at some garden centres. Extremely good value!                                                    Carol Allan

Most of so-called reasoning consists of finding arguments 

for going on believing as we already do.

BLOOD DONORS

Sister Frost (Frosty to her friends) is looking for two ladies with a few hours to spare, three times a year. She urgently needs ‘back-up’ for the tea ladies at the National Blood Donor sessions at the Village Hall, in case of illness. Your help would be very much appreciated. Her ‘phone number is 01884 820641.  Incidentally, dates for this year’s Donor Sessions are Tuesday 27th May, Thursday 28th August and Friday 12th December.                             Ed.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

Good news!  We have found someone to resurrect our monthly whist drives. Mrs Nina Willis has successful run charity whist drives in Crediton for some years and will be starting them for Willand Village Hall now that she has moved here. They will usually be held on the fourth Friday of the month, but some are on the fifth Friday. Please keep a lookout in the magazine for the dates. The first one will be on Friday, 28th March at 7.30. If anyone is interested in helping Mrs Willis with the raffle or taking money on the door, please ‘phone Mr Wills (34782) or Mrs Allan (33828). We are very grateful to her for taking on this project, as it is a good fundraiser for the Hall.

Sadly, we, together with the Youth Club, have had several incidents of vandalism over the past couple of months. The paper shed door has been broken and the contents strewn around. Mr Jarrett spends a lot of time keeping the shed tidy and bundling up the papers ready for transport. The mindless idiots who did this should really feel ashamed of themselves for destroying his efforts. We have also had a window broken, security light smashed and a door burnt with cigarette lighters. The police are keeping a record of all incidents and are aware of some of the culprits’ names. Please, if anyone sees any suspicious activity around the Hall, telephone the police immediately on 999 or contact Mr Wills or Mrs Allan. 

Our paper recycling scheme is now up and running again, thanks to Mr Martin of Netherexe Farm, who has kindly volunteered to bring along his tractor and drive it to the Mill. Thank you also to Lloyd Maunder for their offer of help with transport. If you bring papers to the shed, please try and bundle them up with string if you can - we have to take them out of plastic bags before they can go to the Mill. Also, please DO NOT bring large amounts of cardboard. It is very lightweight and made from poor quality paper, so the mill does not appreciate having too much of it. 

We have not yet managed to recruit a new caretaker, so opening/closing is being done by volunteers at present. We have a cleaning service once a week to give the rooms a thorough clean, which does seem to be working quite well. If you know of anyone who might be interested in the job, please contact Mr Wills on 34782 to discuss terms and conditions of employment. The Committee is prepared to be flexible with hours and duties. 

Specifications for decorating the Hall have gone to tender, so we await quotes. There will be some minor inconvenience when it is being done, so please bear with us. Redecoration will be arranged at our least busy times (during school holidays) to minimise disruption. Please note it is two years since Hall hire fees were reviewed. It’s likely there will be a 5% increase this year, from April.   For bookings, please contact Tony Wills on 34782.

Confidence is the feeling you sometimes have 

before you fully understand the situation. 

A VICAR’S LAMENT

Mrs Huff is up the miff tree on a seat fixed good and firm

And she’d like to tell the Vicar a few things to make him squirm.

Mrs Huff was sick abed, sir,   yes, sir, sick abed a week!

And the Vicar didn’t call, sir, never even took a peek.

When I asked her if the doctor called to see her, she said ‘sure’

And she looked as if she thought I needed some good mental cure.

Then I asked her how the doctor knew the sickness laid her low

And she said that she had called him on the ‘phone and told him so.

Now the doctor gets his bill paid with a nicely written cheque

But the Vicar, for not knowing, simply gets it in the neck!

                                             Alan Dodds, Vicar of Uffculme, in ‘Spotlight’ 

WILLAND SHORT MAT BOWLS

On the evening of January 8th 2003 Willand Short Mat Bowls Club celebrated their 18th Birthday with a party at the Willand Village Hall.  A very good supper was provided by Cruwys Family Caterers.

Club competition winners were presented with their trophies by long-serving member Mrs Lilly Carter.  The winners for 2002 were E Boddy, J Boddy, L Carter, B Graham, K Graham, G Hammett, S Hebdon, A Jarrett, L Mackay, T Mackay, R Rogers, J Spencer, L Tavernor and A Wright.

                                                                                Joan Boddy 01884 38694

Any connection between your reality and mine is purely coincidental.

WILLAND OVER 60’S CLUB

At the February meeting, it was decided that if anyone aged between fifty five and sixty wished to join the club, they could be co-opted as a bona fide member until the age of sixty.                                                    Jean French.

The ultimate censorship is the flick of a switch

DEVON ASSOCIATION OF PARISH COUNCILS

The D.A.P.C. has recently produced a new booklet, ‘Information for New Councillors’, which aims to give first-time council members an overview of how local councils work and their role within the system. With local elections due in May, you may be interested to know that copies can be ordered from the D.A.P.C., priced at £3.00             Village Green Magazine

I will always cherish the initial misconception I had about you

OUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S LETTER TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MID DEVON PRIMARY  CARE TRUST, EXETER. 

Dear Mr Wendover.  

Re: College Surgery Cullompton: Willand Satellite Surgery

As Willand’s representative on Mid Devon District Council, I have in the past expressed my serious concerns regarding the operation of the College Surgery satellite unit at Willand.

Willand, as you will be aware, is a very small ward. However, it is the second most densely populated village in Mid Devon and quite possibly in the whole of the county.  The last 10 to 15 years have seen substantial housing growth. Over the corresponding period, the level of localised health care has shown a marked decline, culminating in a less than satisfactory service for the 3500 who make up the population. I continue to find it difficult to comprehend that we have a village which, in accordance with the Devon Structure Plan, supported by the Mid Devon Local Plan, has been subjected to major housing development (which means an increased number of people), with no supporting infrastructure.  In terms of Education, only by constant lobbying of Devon County Council by the School, the Parents and Governors have we at last seen the locally identified needs addressed.  With regard to Health, despite repeated efforts, we are always told that Willand is better served by Cullompton, which is absolute rubbish.

The reason why Cullompton is portrayed as the best and better venue is simple.  The erosion over the years of what was once a reasonable service at Willand is Cullompton’s College Surgery’s way of forcing Willand patients, many of whom are elderly, to attend College Surgery.  This has been achieved by the continued cuts and variations to the level of service on offer at Willand.  The latest cut is to reduce the Nurse attendance days from five to just two, weekly.  This, coupled with a two-day attendance by a doctor is deemed to be satisfactory.  Interestingly, Uffculme, which has a much smaller population, has seen no such reduction in service.

As an aside, after tireless efforts by many local residents, including myself, we have at long last achieved a private Pharmacy facility in the village.  Strange, isn’t it, that it took a private body to make the right moves that enabled the age-old pending pharmacy licence to become a reality.  And before someone says it, no I do not accept that it is easy with private cash.  South View Surgery, as a designated property, already could and should have achieved such a status some ten to fifteen years ago.

It’s clear that as a community we are far from satisfied as far as health issues are concerned. As Chairman of the local Primary Care Trust, we would seek a meeting with your body in order to bring about an overall improvement to what has become a totally unacceptable situation.  In addition, could you forward me with details of your forthcoming meetings. Yours sincerely, Eddie Dennis, District Councillor, copies to Angela Browning, M.P. and David Alderton, Chairman of the Community Health Council.

Eds note – Mr Wendover’s reply says the matter is being investigated and both Angela Browning and David Alderton ‘wish to be kept informed’.

No one will ever win the battle of the sexes; 

there’s too much fraternising with the enemy.

ANAGRAM WORDS

GEORGE BUSH, when you rearrange the letters, makes HE BUGS GORE. Likewise, DORMITORY makes DIRTY ROOM,   EVANGELIST makes EVILS AGENT,  PRESBYTERIAN makes BEST IN PRAYER, DESPERATION makes A ROPE ENDS IT,    THE MORSE CODE makes  HERE COME DOTS,   SLOT MACHINES makes CASH LOST IN ME, ANIMOSITY makes IS NO AMITY,   THE EARTH QUAKES makes THAT QUEER SHAKE,    SNOOZE ALARMS makes ALAS, NO MORE Z’S and   A DECIMAL POINT makes I’M A DOT IN PLACE.

The best time to do something worthwhile 

is between yesterday and tomorrow.

LOCAL BUS SERVICES

Devon County Council financially supports many rural bus services, as bus companies do not operate them commercially.  Please make use of the services available to you in the area, even if only occasionally. Maybe use it for shopping and to meet other local people, or to take the children for a ride.  Buses are part of our community.

For a copy of a timetable booklet or to contact the Public Transport team at County Hall, you can telephone 01392 382800 or you can email devonbus@devon.gov.uk or try the website,  www.devon.gov.uk/devonbus 

All public transport timetable information is available from Traveline on 0870 608 2 608. This number is now used countrywide.                    D. C. C.

If you really want peace, you have to declare war on revenge.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian,  I write regarding the comments made by the correspondent hiding behind the nom de plume “Moaning Minnie”.  Frankly I am not surprised that the writer wishes to remain anonymous.  Quite why someone would choose to spend his or her time penning such a lot of confused, divisive nonsense, I do not know. 

Firstly, I am fairly sure that everyone living in Willand considers himself or herself to be local, not just those whose families have lived here for several generations.  An Oxford dictionary definition of local reads “inhabitant of a particular district” and is not specific in terms of time. The article goes on in vitriolic fashion to cover a large range of moans, seemingly aimed mainly at those of us who have moved into the village in recent years. I hope I don’t bore your readers if I answer most of them individually.

1.Willand is far from being a “Chocolate Box Village”.  To my knowledge, it has suffered from more than it’s fair share of noise, light and odour pollution for many years.  I doubt that many who have moved here in the past 5 years have done so for its overall aesthetic value, though I am sure that in common with me, they still find it a pleasant place to live.  

2. The presence of the large number of lorries is a result of many factors but, to say that they exist in the volume they do in Willand simply because of the transport requirements in remote areas is naïve at best and idiotic at worst.

3.The writer mentions two specific areas where local people have complained about noise pollution (over and above that which generally exists). I would suggest that in both cases, a little more thought, planning and perhaps consultation with those likely to be worst affected might be the answer.  Your correspondent correctly identifies that the world (including Willand) is a changing place – that doesn’t mean to say that consideration now has to be a thing of the past. It is interesting to note that the mysterious author seems to require that particular virtue at certain times of the year.

4.With particular regard to the grass-track meeting, I have been given to understand (possibly wrongly) that the reason for a change of venue was one of suitability rather than as a result of any complaints.  As for the sport being a public relations-aware sport, the only pre-event publicity I can recall seeing was a banner on the fence surrounding the venue (and that wasn’t put up until a few days before it took place).

5.Your correspondent is correct in identifying that many people work “unusual” hours.  Once again, that doesn’t mean that consideration should go out of the window does it?  Surely, it should actually mean just the opposite.

I have to say to “Moaning Minnie”, I do not believe your tongue was in your cheek (as you stated) when you submitted your piece of muddled thinking.  Those of us who live in Willand but have not lived here for 50+ years have not entered anybody’s “backyard”, we ARE locals.  Get used to it – and next time you feel like moaning, maybe you will at least have the courtesy to identify yourself.                                                                            Andy Bush

AND ANOTHER

Dear Editor,  I would like to comment on the article entitled ‘A Willandian’s Woes’, in the January issue.  Whilst I sympathise with the general view expressed, there is another side to the coin.  Of course, no one could object to “local people playing in their environment”, however, this can sometimes cause problems when the activity creates a great deal of noise which, quite understandably, is annoying to people living nearby – many of whom are locals themselves, as it happens.

The fact that the grass track venue cannot be used again is really the fault of the organisers: if they had only ASKED and/or INFORMED the nearby residents beforehand  (and there are not that many of us), then I am sure that people would be much more kindly disposed to the running of events of this sort – particularly if the events were to be limited in number per season and  have a charitable element.     Yours sincerely,        Dick Wilson, Culm Park

It used to be that death and taxes were inevitable. 

Now there’s mobile phones, email & call centres.

DR. TIM HARLOW

At the end of this month, Tim will be leaving the College Surgery Partnership and full time General Practice. He’s been doing some part time work with the Hospice in Exeter and is now pursuing Palliative Care and Complimentary Medicine and treatments.  He has written a very personal letter to all his patients (available from the surgery if you haven’t visited since October) and I’m sure I speak on behalf of very many people in Willand in wishing him every success in his career change.                       Ed.

Challenges are what make life interesting; 

overcoming them is what makes life meaningful.

SOMETHING DIFFERENT?
“Thirteen-year-old   ...............   led her language class recently, telling in English about her weekend and trying to get her classmates to participate in the discussion.  Her attempt at teaching is all part of the Wild Duck programme at  ........... Middle School, a private school in .......... which encourages students to actively participate in school.

Each student must take turns giving a presentation or lesson.  Students here take it seriously and thoroughly prepare for lessons, just as teachers would.  The Wild Duck programme encourages children to learn on their own, instead of passively listening to teachers, just as wild ducks must look for their own food and not wait to be fed by people.

Encouraging students to become independent goes beyond having them lead classes – they also hold elections to vote for class leaders. Each is encouraged to run for a position and sell their own administrative policy to their classmates”         Where??                 The China Daily, October 20002

Mankind owes to the child the best it can give.

IS IT ME?

I thought this might be an interesting regular feature for you to share those  stories that make you wonder if we are all on the same planet. How about this one to start?  Tony Martin, the farmer who defended himself and his home against two intruders, was refused release from prison because he said he would do the same thing again. The Parole Board decided he would be a danger to burglars if he was released!  And how about the housing developer in Wiltshire who received complaints of at least one hundred faults in seven of its £250,000 houses? “We do take customer complaints seriously but it’s difficult to find skilled labour these days.”  Or again, the Strasbourg Court of Human Rights that awarded a major drug dealer £3000 because the police ‘invaded his privacy’ by intercepting messages on his pager.   Is it me??  Ed.

The fact that no-one understands you 

doesn’t mean that you’re an artist.

St. MARY’S GUILD

Our last two meetings have been very enjoyable. In December, the Rector came along, bringing slides and gave an illustrated talk about the Holy Land, telling about the countryside that Christ must have known.

For our 2002 Project we have been knitting squares, hoping to knit enough to make a blanket. To link with this, in January we had a short talk about the history of knitting in the British Isles. The weather was bright and sunny and we were really glad to welcome two members who had not been able to join us for some time. We were also having our New Year Tea, a happy meal which had been made by our own ladies.

We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 2.30pm in the Church Hall and would be really pleased to welcome any lady from the village who would like to come along and join us.                                            Maria Lee

St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH
Two events come to mind as I think about this edition of the magazine. There is the possibility of our country being involved in a war in the period covered by this edition and there is the Easter festival which is on April 20th

Perhaps all of us ought to be making a special effort to pray for peace. The politicians on all sides are only men whose wisdom is limited. Praying for governments is a duty laid on Christians in the New Testament. It’s a power for good at our disposal in a world that needs God.

Bin Laden’s network, (which is an unpleasant offshoot of Islam) think the West is uniformly Christian and bent on a military crusade against Islam. For my part, I’ve not encountered any Christians who want to take up arms against Muslim countries. We are strongly critical of many regimes for their bad record on human rights, but we are committed to persuasion, not invasion.  There will be those who lay the blame for this or any conflict on religion. I’d have to agree that is often the case. But then religion isn’t a Christian concept. Religion is a human activity which may be good, bad or indifferent, just as politics, entertainment and business can be. If religion has power, then those who want power will use it – as in the Inquisition.

The Easter message is about a victim of religion – Jesus Christ. It wasn’t religion that was nailed to the cross in Jerusalem or shut out in the stable at Bethlehem, but the Son of God. It wasn’t religion that rose from the dead, but the Lord Jesus. When churches recall the events of Good Friday and Easter Day they aren’t celebrating man’s thoughts about God, but God’s actions on earth for our salvation. That cross and empty grave show that God has not given up on us in spite of our grim track record as stewards of the world.  The rejection of Jesus holds up a mirror to our world. A world that will do this to the Son of God is capable of any atrocity. And yet, it’s because of the state we’re in that he came. The person who receives this Christ will be forgiven and re-made in his image and recruited to that army which sets out to overcome evil with good.                             Keith Horsfall

COLDHARBOUR MILL, UFFCULME - 2003 STEAM-UP DATES

You might like to make a note of the proposed dates for steam-up of the various engines at the Mill for this year (all Bank Holidays).  April 20th/21st (Sunday and Monday), May 25th/26th (Sunday and Monday) August 24th/25th (Sunday and Monday and December 31st/January 1st 2004 (Wednesday and Thursday).  Opening times at the Mill are 10.30am to 5.00pm, seven days a week, throughout the year.  Entrance Fee to see just the engines is £2.00. To see the engines, a Mill tour, New World Tapestry and the World War Two exhibition will cost you a fiver. Don’t forget the Mill-Stream Shop and the fully licensed Mill-Stream Restaurant.      Their ‘phone no. is 01884 840960.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – This will be held at the Mill on Wednesday 26th March – 7.30pm sharp!  Reports on the years fundraising, accounts, membership, etc., will be given and nominations for new Committee Members will also be welcomed. A glass of wine will be available after the meeting.

CHOIR: The Budleigh Salterton Male Voice Choir will be giving a concert on Saturday 12th April – 7.30pm   This is to be held at St. Mary’s Church, Uffculme, by kind permission of the vicar. Tickets are £5.00 and can be obtained in the Mill shop or ring our Chairman, Kathleen Sprague on 01884 840359. Light refreshments will be served during the interval. 

BOOT SALES; By Public Demand (!!) Our Boot Sales will once again be filling the Mill Car Park starting with the first one on Friday 25th April, from 4.00pm.

To finish off on a personal note,  I would like to convey the grateful thanks of myself and my family to all those who sent messages of sympathy on the recent and sudden loss of my husband Vic.  From the number we received, he is obviously going to be missed by not only us but a great number of friends.  Nevertheless, it was very comforting to us, the family, to know that so many cared and our thanks once again.                          Margot Shergold.

You don’t have to swim faster than the shark, 

just faster than the person next to you.

WILLAND PRE SCHOOL

On behalf of all the Committee and Staff, may I welcome all our children back and wish you all a belated Happy New Year.  14 of our children started school in January and we would like to wish them all a happy and prosperous school life.

Thank you to all those who supported our Christmas Coffee Morning and Nativity play - we managed to raise over £500.00.   Special thanks must go to One Stop, Willand Fish and Chip Shop, Willand Post Office, Willand Restaurant, Gundenham’s Dairy, Otter Nurseries, Lloyd Maunders, Rob Clark’s Fruit and Veg, the Halfway House and Margaret Dennis, who kindly donated prizes.

Congratulations to Jane Buckingham and Helen Shearing who have just completed an 18-month course on “Diploma in Pre School Practice – Level 3” and are now fully qualified………..Well done!!!

Our Vice-chairperson Nigel Crawford is on a sponsored diet in aid of Pre School and has already raised nearly £200.00.  If you wish to sponsor Nigel please enquire at the Pre School for more details.  Our Chairperson Julie Kerslake resigned in October and we would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all the hard work she put in over the last 18 months.  We would also like to welcome Clair Tancock, who has been associated with the Pre School for many years, for taking over her position as Chairperson.

We will be holding an indoor Car Boot sale on Sunday 16th March. If you have any items you wish to donate for us to sell, please bring them to the Pre School.  We will also be holding our Easter Coffee Morning and the children will be performing an Easter Play on Thursday 3rd April, so please try to attend, you will be most welcome.  Any donations for the Chocolate Tombola and Prize draw will be gratefully received and can be brought to the Pre School.  Homeweb Estate Agents are holding a draw, the prize being the commission fees waived on the sale of a house, this is transferable and valid for 3 years, tickets are priced at £5.00 each.  Please see their advert in this Magazine for their details. We would also like to thank Brian Holmes (Editor) who kindly made maps of Willand to raise money for the Pre School.  Also thanks to Roger & Suzanne Lane in the Post Office, who sold the maps on our behalf.  Due to the rapid growth of the village, we are always fundraising so we can keep our toys and equipment up to date and I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the staff and committee members to thank you all for your continued support.
WATCH THIS SPACE  In spring we will be officially holding an open day and an opening ceremony for our new outside play area.  More details of this to follow.                                                          Claire Davey,  Secretary

Eds. Note: The new, fourth, edition of the map is now available. 

You probably wouldn’t worry about what people think of you 

if you could know how seldom they do.

ANOTHER LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Mr Holmes.  I am the Local Committee Co-Ordinator South West for Help the Aged.  I work with committees and groups of volunteers who organise fundraising events and all the money they raise is spent on projects that help older people in Devon.  Sometimes groups highlight projects that need funding that are very local to them and we fundraise for that.

I am always looking for more people who would be interested in getting involved.  Some want to join a committee; some just want to become a ‘friend’ of the charity and just help out occasionally. The events that are organised depend entirely on the individual groups, which tend to arrange things that are of interest to them or are relevant to their area.

If you think you would be interested in any way, either by joining a committee, becoming a ‘friend’, or would be prepared to offer your house/garden as a venue for an event, I would love to hear from you.  You may have some good fundraising ideas you would like to pass on – please ring and let me know! If you want to know more please contact Alison Bazley on 01884 266635 or email me on alisonbazley@tinyonline.co.uk 

Obstacles are those frightful things you see

 when you take your eyes off the goal.

WILLAND METHODIST CHURCH

No sooner is Christmas over but the Easter eggs are in the shops! Although we celebrate Christmas and Easter only three months apart each year, Jesus was doing God’s work, teaching of his love, making people’s lives change for the better, over a period of about three years!  Three years which culminated in an act of love that changed the world forever. And that’s what we remember each year at Easter – that God loved us enough, through his Son Jesus, to die a horrible death on a cross, a death that seemed like defeat to his followers. Yet the words ‘Father, forgive’ were given a power and everlasting meaning when Jesus rose from the dead on Easter morning. He proved that if he could live again, then we could too, with all our wrong-doings forgiven – victory through God’s love in a world that often seems lacking in human love.

So, although we all enjoy Easter eggs (and eggs are a sign of new life), remember too that God can give each one of us a new life through his love and forgiveness.  Jesus changed our world forever and millions have proved this ever since and are still proving it in Willand today. So as your chocolate eggs melt and disappear into your tums, think of what God offers that will last forever and celebrate God’s love this Easter.

This year, we’re celebrating with our friends at Cullompton Methodist Church on Sunday 20th April at 10.30am, before continuing to celebrate each Sunday in Willand at 10.30am, along with our Junior Church.  A very happy Easter to you all!!                                                                    Marilyn Davies

LADIES CAMEO GROUP

Having enjoyed our Christmas meal at Verbeer Manor, had our usual “Oh, yes he is, Oh no he isn’t” fun at the Tiverton Panto and listened to two interesting historical speakers, one on the history of tea drinking and the other on ladies’ costumes of the 19th century, we are now ready to embark on our 2003 programme. 

The Annual General Meeting was held on February 6th, when Betty Penberthy was re-elected Chairman. Following the meeting, we held our party with excellent food and games of the ‘non – intellectual’ variety. The Singles section provided an entertainment and they had just recovered from their own party and a late Christmas lunch held at the Inglenook Restaurant in Cullompton.

This year we shall be supporting the charity FORCE, a cancer research group for the South West and the League of Friends of Tiverton Hospital.  A Coffee Morning in aid of FORCE will be held on Saturday March 8th in the Village Hall at 10.15am.  We are also sending a beautiful patchwork quilt made by our members for the charity’s Annual Draw in March and it will be on display in the entrance hall of the R. D. & E. Hospital before the draw takes place.  We are very grateful to Jill Hayhoe and Elizabeth Shalcross for acting as tutors to the patchwork group, as they are both experts in the craft.  The second Coffee Morning will be on September 6th in aid of the League of Friends, more details later.

The artists among us have continued to meet and are appreciating the help given by Sandra Chiles and Wendy Bartlett.  The Ramblers have aborted two walks and made sharp left turns into the nearest tea-rooms to escape the inclement weather but will be heading for the hills again as soon as conditions improve.

Next month we shall be reverting to childhood as our speaker is Mt D. Eckless, who will be bringing his display of dolls’ houses for us to play with!!      And could somebody please tell the Editor the dates of school term and half-terms, it would be very useful for the grandparents amongst us and when planning events.                                                                Mary Tebbey

THE VOLUNTARY SUPPORT SCHEME

Have you ever been through a rough patch in life and wished that there was someone beside you to support you? Not someone who comes in, knowing all the answers but a person who would encourage you to find your own feet and discover your own way out, back to normality. Could you be such a person for someone else?  The Voluntary Support Scheme has been supporting people, for whom life is temporarily difficult, for the last eight years. The volunteers have drunk gallons of tea, listened for many hours and offered support and encouragement which has made the world seem a brighter place.  In exchange, the volunteers have met some great people and have always had someone to call on themselves to share the good and the bad aspects of their work. We offer any training they feel they need and pay their travel expenses to do the visiting.

Do you think you could be the sort of person we are looking for as a volunteer?  Please contact our Co-ordinator, Dawn Hampshire on 01884 258507 to talk more about it.

WILLAND YOUTH CLUB

Firstly, I would like to give my apologies to anyone that came along to our coffee morning on January 29th. Unfortunately, the Village Hall asked us to change the date after the magazine had gone out so we weren’t able to inform anyone of the change. I hope it didn’t inconvenience anyone too much and that you were able to make the rescheduled event on February 8th. The next Coffee Morning is set for March 29th at 10.15am – hopefully this won’t be moved but there will be posters around if you need to check.

Parents – I would like to bring to your attention that the Youth Club and the Village Hall have been subjected to aspects of vandalism by what we assume are a small group of youngsters. They have caused considerable damage to our sheds (i.e., kicking the doors in on three consecutive weekends) setting fire to paper and even the Village Hall’s wheely bin close to the buildings.  Please make sure that they understand that this is not only dangerous to themselves and others but it is also criminal damage.

Young People – please, if you have a problem with us, or anyone else, vandalism is not the answer.  The people that run the youth club and the village hall do not do it for any financial gain , they do it because they care about their community and the people in it. So, making our lives more difficult isn’t helping anyone or achieving anything. We are here to try and give you somewhere to go and try and give you activities you will enjoy.  If we aren’t achieving this, please talk to us about it as we are on your side. We know that the village has doubled in size and the facilities are the same if not less than when I was a youngster here.  We know that most young people in Willand are not responsible for the damage being caused, just a small minority.  I hope that those who are responsible will see the senselessness in it and stop before it gets out of hand.

On a lighter note, we will be holding a family evening on 15th March, with a disco and if we can find one, a karaoke in the Village Hall. If you know anyone who can help, then please can you ask them to get in touch with us? We hope you will come and enjoy yourselves with us. This is for all the family, so under 16’s need to be accompanied by an adult.

Also, our Spring  Sale is on 12th April, in the Youth Club, at 2.30pm.  If anyone has any roller-blades that are still in good condition but have been ‘outgrown’, please let us have them as our youngsters really enjoy using them but there aren’t always enough to go round. 

We will be holding our A.G.M. on April 16th at 7.30pm and we really do need more people to come along and support us.  We are down to six committee members, three of whom are pensioners.  This is not enough people to keep the Youth Club going.  If you want the Club to continue, you need to get involved, so please make the effort to come to the A.G.M.

                                                                           Thank you,  Frances Wilcox

The task of a leader is to get people from where they are 

to where they have never been. Henry Kissinger.

THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Frank the mole was not a happy insectivore. “What’s up with you?” said Dougal, “you look as if you’ve had rather a heavy night.”

“I’m being hounded,” said Frank, “and I’m thinking of reporting my situation to the R.S.P.C.A.”

At once, he had the attention of the others. They had all gathered for a site meeting by the new bus shelter at the top of Townlands. 

“It’s nothing the union can help with, is it?” said Florence, who was taking the minutes.

“Shouldn’t think so,” said Frank, solemnly. “I’ve been chased out of the cemetery, found a very snug little abode up at the Harpitt Hairpin and now I’ve been persecuted up there by drills, rollers, grinders, J.C.B’s and the like. I haven’t had a wink of sleep for weeks. If it wasn’t for me they’d never have noticed that underground BT cable and that’s all the thanks I get.” 

“I suppose” sniffed Florence “that you are entitled to make a mountain out of a molehill but you are such an untidy creature. Piles of waste material everywhere. No wonder no-one wants you”

“I thought that gave me excellent qualification to be a builder” retorted Frank. “but I don’t seem to be getting much sympathy from you lot.” 

“Actually,” said Dougal, “it’s the Esso Chicane if you’re coming from Cullompton and housing in the village is a bit of a problem at the moment for lots of people, not just you,” said Dougal. “Look at Ermintrude.”

“Yes,” said Ermintrude, “what happened to your search for the ‘sympathetic ear’ you talked about in November?  Is the old zoo still a possibility?”

“Ah,” said Dougal, “that might be a problem.  There’s some clearing up going on there at the moment and according to what I’ve read, there might be some new houses there eventually.”

“Really?” said Ermintrude, “is that allowed? I’d noticed someone had dumped lots of branches and twigs in the Willand Triangle, which was going to be tidied up to utilise one of the picnic tables some time back.”

“Its O.K. apparently if it’s for social housing,” said Dougal. “which means that they can only be for rent. And it would be nice if they were for the families of village people.”

“So that means I’ll still be a vagabond,” wailed Ermintrude.

“Don’t worry,” said Florence, “I’m sure something will turn up. There’s a nice quiet little spot by the fifth spur off the roundabout. Nothing seems to be happening there.”

“You can say that again,” said Brian, who had been nodding off. “There’s still no sign of those delicious heathers and have you seen the state of the ‘WILLAND’ road sign? You can almost read the W, but nothing else.”

“Ah,” said Dougal, “I’ll tell you more about the heather beds in a week or so and I’m going to clean the sign myself – I’m fed up with the look of it, too. What must people think when they come into the village for the first time?”

“What we need are people with community spirit,” said Florence. “and I’ve a good mind to put myself up for the council elections in a month or so.” 

“I’d vote for you,” said Brian. “And me,” said Frank, “then I could bring my troubles to you.”

“Perhaps we might have found ourselves another potential sympathetic ear,” said Dougal, “although there may well be others with the same views.”

“I hope so,” said Florence, thoughtfully, “I really hope so.”

We are what we repeatedly do.  

Excellence, therefore, is not an act but a habit. 

AND FINALLY

You’ll remember I wrote a paragraph in the last Magazine about a visit to a Mulled Wine and Mince Pies evening of short presentations at County Hall.  The County Council very kindly reproduced the article in their Monthly Newsletter, which is sent to MPs, MEPs, parish papers, town and parish clerks and partner organisations each month.  Unfortunately, they made a slight error in the transcription of the title, which was published as “Mulled Wine and Mice Pies”....  The caterers have been informed.                        Ed.

WILLAND DIARY

March

Tuesday          4th     Willand Rovers Bingo,         W.V.H.                    7.30pm

Thursday        6th      Methodist Church Coffee Morning                    10.00am

Friday             7th      Women’s Day of Prayer at Methodist Church     2.30pm

Friday             7th      Cullompton Comm. Coll. Bingo,       C.C.C.,      7.30pm

Saturday         8th      CAMEO coffee morning,            W.V.H.,          10.15am

Tuesday        11th      British Legion Bingo,                  W.V.H.,           7.30pm     

Wednesday   12th      First 2003 meeting - Willand Garden Club, W.V.H.7.30

Thursday      13th      Willand Over 60’s Club    A.G.M.,    W.V.H.      2.15pm

Saturday       15th      Garden Club Coffee Morning,    W.V.H.,          10.15am

Sunday         16th      Pre-School  Car Boot Sale

Wednesday  26th       Friends of Coldharbour Mill             A.G.M.      7.30pm

Friday           28th      Village Hall Whist Drive,           W.V.H.,            7.30pm

Saturday       29th      Youth Club Coffee Morning        W.V.H.          10.30am

April

Tuesday          1st      Willand Rovers Bingo,                  W.V.H.,         7.30pm

Thursday        3rd      Methodist Church Coffee Morning                    10.00am

Thursday        3rd      Pre-School Easter Coffee Morning/Easter Play

Friday             4th      Cullompton Comm. Coll.  Bingo,  C.C.C.           7.30pm      

Saturday         5th      Village Hall Coffee Morning         W.V.H.,       10.30am

Wednesday    9th      Willand Garden Club,                     W.V.H.,        7.30pm

Thursday      10th      Willand Over 60’s Club                  W.V.H.         2.15pm

Saturday       12th      Willand Youth Club Spring Sale,   Youth Club,  2.30pm

Saturday       12th      St. Mary’s, Uffculme, Bud. Salterton Male Voice Choir

Tuesday       15th       Willand Rovers Bingo                    W.V.H.         7.30pm

Wednesday 16th        Willand Youth Club A.G.M.                               7.30pm

Sunday  20th & 21st   Steam-Up day at Coldharbour Mill

Friday          25th       Village Hall Whist Drive                W.V.H.         7.30pm

May

Thursday        1st      Methodist Church Coffee Morning                     10.00am 

Friday             2nd     Cullompton Comm. Coll. Bingo,     C.C.C.         7.30pm

Thursday        8th      Willand Over 60’s Club,                 W.V.H.         2.15pm

There was once a person who sent ten different puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of the puns would make them laugh.  Unfortunately, no pun in ten did.

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL – Precept Proposals for 2003/2004

                    EXPENDITURE:                                               £


Allotments

701
Rent
300.00

702
Maintenance
250.00


Cemetery/Churchyard

501
Loan Repayment
    0.00


502
Grass Cutting                                                1500.00

503
Water Rate
  40.00

504
Waste Bin                                                       150.00

505
Hedge Cutting
300.00

506
Levelling of Graves
    0.00

510
Miscellaneous
100.00


Playing Field

138
Repair of Cycle Track
200.00

301
Grass Cutting
450.00

302
Repairs & Maintenance
400.00

304
Litter Bins
150.00

305
Dog Bins
250.00

308
Equipment
800.00

310
Lighting
300.00

309
Inspection
200.00

112
Grants & Donations

Royal British Legion
  50.00


Tiverton Trans. Ass.
    0.00


Culm Vale Car Ass.
100.00


Village Hall Windows
    0.00


Pre-School, on match basis only
    0.00


Voluntary Action
    0.00


Youth Club
    0.00


Prams & Pushchairs
    0.00


Rocker Toddlers
    0.00


Composting Scheme
    0.00


Church Porch Roof
440.00


Local Grants                                                 1200.00


Allotment Trough                                         1000.00


Tennis Club
400.00


Ring & Ride bus
    0.00


School Crossing
    0.00


School Nature Reserve
500.00


Victim Support
100.00


Administration
102
Clerks Expenses
  80.00

103
Telephone
350.00

104
Stationery
350.00

105
Computer Expenses
  50.00

106
Insurance
550.00

107
Audit Fees
300.00

108
Subscriptions
200.00

108
Meeting Rooms
300.00

131
Bus Shelters 
200.00

115
Parish Magazine                                           4500.00

121
Planning
100.00

125
Misc.
100.00

126
Hire of Photocopier
500.00

127
Bank Charges
    0.00

101
Salaries/Wages & Nat. Ins.                           8000.00

133
Bird Box Cleaning & Report
  80.00

134
Maintenance of Clock
 100.00

132
Election Costs                                                1000.00

135
Parish Notice Board
   25.00

136
Village Enhancements
     0.00


Golden Jubilee
     0.00


Meeting Place Shelter Base
 200.00


Contingency Fund                                          1000.00


Staff Training
 200.00


Total Expenditure                                     27365.00


Received Income

401
Burial Fees                                                     1500.00

402
Grants
     0.00

601
Allotment Rents
 350.00

  10
Magazine Adverts                                          2500.00

201
Play Area Grants                                            1500.00

  11
VAT Refund
  100.00

  25
Bank Interest
  250.00

    5
Miscellaneous
      0.00


Total Income
6200.00


PRECEPT PROPOSED                             21165.00  agreed

FOR LOVERS OF WORDS WHO ENJOY ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
A bicycle can't stand alone because it is two-tired. 

What's the definition of a will? (It's a dead give-away). 
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana. 
A backward poet writes inverse. 
She had a boyfriend with a wooden leg, but broke it off. 
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion. 
If you don't pay your exorcist you get repossessed. 
With her marriage she got a new name and a dress. 
Show me a piano falling down a mine-shaft and I'll show you A-flat minor. 
When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 
The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully recovered. 
A grenade thrown in a kitchen in France results in Linoleum Blown apart. 
You feel stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 
He often broke into song because he couldn't find the key. 
Every calendar's days are numbered. 
A lot of money is tainted. 'Taint yours, 'taint mine & 'taint enough of it!! 

A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat. 
He had a photographic memory, which was never developed. 
A plateau is a high form of flattery. 
The short fortuneteller, escaping from prison, is a small medium at large. 
Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in the end. 
When you’ve seen one shopping centre you’ve seen a mall. 
Those who jump off a Paris bridge are in Seine. 
When an actress saw her first strands of grey hair she thought she’d dye. 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to know basis. 
Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses. 
Acupuncture is a jab well done. 

Marathon runners with bad footwear suffer the agony of defeat. 

We do not know the true value of life’s moments 

until they have undergone the test of memory.

VILLAGE STREET MAP.  Sales of the third edition of the Village Street Map from the Post Office have provided a total of over forty pounds to the Pre-School funds. The updated fourth edition is now available.

A group of chess enthusiasts booked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing their recent tournament victories.  After about an hour, the manager came out of his office and asked them to disperse. “But why?” they asked. “Because,” he said, “I can’t stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer.”
